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World Celebrates Burns’ Birthday
With Dinners, Poetry, and Songs
By James Robertson Ward, Editor, The Clishmaclaver

For any celebrity that rates 17
pages in Wikipedia, it is not easy to
compress his story into a few paragraphs. However, the famous Scot
captivated the cultural world’s interest
during his life’s span from January
25th of 1759 to July 21st in 1796.
His poem and song “Auld Lang
Syne” is sung to usher out the old
year and welcome the new. “Ode to
the Haggis” is a ceremonial rite at
every Burns dinner. Major population
Centers offer dinner events with appropriate food, drinks, dancing and
poetry. Several will be highlighted on
the following pages.
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Chicago Scots Select University Club To
Celebrate Robert Burns Supper Feb. 3rd
The Cathedral Room of the University Club in downtown Chicago will be
this year’s location for the Chicago Scots celebration of the birthday of Robert
Burns, Scottish Poet. Located just off Michigan Avenue at 76 East Monroe, the
Club has hosted many famous events and this one is planned to pay homage to the
famous Scot in high style.
The evening will begin at 6:30 p.m. with cocktails and reception tastings
sponsored by The Glenlivet Distilleries. The dinner will follow, featuring delicious food, toasts, followed by music and dancing.
Prominent in the program will be the famous ceremonial toast “Ode to the
Haggis’’, which was composed by Burns himself. Other traditions are the “Toasts
to the Lads and Lassies” and the “Immortal Memory.”
This event, as well as the Scottish Festival and Highland Games, is organized
to support the Chicago Scots principle charity: the Caledonia Senior Living and
Memory Care campus in North Riverside, Illinois.
A new feature of this year’s event will be a
wine and whisky raffle. This will give entrants a
chance to stock their bar with an impressive
assortment of wine and whiskey with an
estimated value of over $1,000.00.

Registration and ticket details are available on line at www.ChicagoScots.org.
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Robert Burns Club of Milwaukee
Sponsors Traditional Supper
The Williamsburg Room of Klemmer’s on 10401 W. Oklahoma Avenue in
Milwaukee will be the site of the Sunday, Feb. 11th celebration of a traditional Robert Burns Supper.

Sponsors are starting the event at 5 p.m. with a Fou and Unco Happy Hour
(Reception and Cocktails) with supper being served at 5:30. The entrée choices are
Whiskey Marinated Sirloin or Cod Almandine (indicate on application).
Entertainment for the evening will be provided by a piper, the “Toast to the
Haggis”, a raffle, and other features. Wearing of the kilt is optional but welcome.
RESERVATION FORM
I am enclosing a check/money order made out to the “Robert Burns Club of Milwaukee for $______ for reservations for the Feb. 11th, 2018 Burns Supper at $25.00
per supper. Choices: ____Whiskey Marinated Sirloin ___Cod Almandine.
Name______________________________________
Address________________________City ____________State_______Zip____
Phone_______________________E-Mail_____________________________
Reservations with dinner choice MUST be received no later than Feb. 1st. Cancellations MUST be received by Feb. 5th. Call 262-792-1405 for infor mation.
Send check & reservation to: Robert Burns Club % Ian Day 650 B McHenry Circle.
Brookfield, WI 53045._
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St. Andrew’s Society of the City of Milwaukee Sponsors 2018 Robert Burns
Banquet
Date: Saturday, January 27, 2018
Cocktails: 5:30 -6:30 . Banquet begins at
6:30 with the opening ceremonies.
Location: Wisconsin Club, 900 West Wisconsin Ave. Free Valet Parking available.

The Cost: $65 per person; tickets available
only by advance purchase prior to Jan 22, 2018.
Check to be sent to:
Tom Westgaard, Treas., PO Box210288, Milwaukee, WI 53221-8005.

Entertainment: Billy Mitchell Pipe Band and
Caledonian Scottish Dancers.
TO RESERVE SEATING CALL TOM WESTGAARD AT 414-421-1598
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Scottish Foods to Brighten Up Your Year
By James Robertson Ward, Editor,The Clishmaclaver
If you have a taste for Shortbread and enjoy novelty snacks, you are in
for a treat. The purveyor of the unique cookie has packaged 4.4 ounces of their
“pure butter mini Scottie dogs” in a red and green tartan bag that looks a great
deal like another tartan—Robertson Red. The illustration below shows the package detail, as well as the tiny dogs.

This prompted an e-mail to Erika Harlow of the Customer Service staff of
the U. S. Office of Walkers in Hauppauge, NY. She reported back that it was not
a Robertson Red, but a “Speyside” tartan. The home office of Walkers is in
Aberlour-on-the-Spey, Scotland. The package, which I received as Christmas
gift, was purchased at “World Market” which features unusual imported items.

Another Scottish food item in my pantry is “Haggis” in a can. Of course,
another specialty food label is on it –Stahley Foods of Fife, Scotland. It also can
be found at some “World Market” outlets, but is packed in the Chicago West
Suburban area by Vanee Foods. Of course, the recipe is from Scotland, but the
ingredients are all local. Walkers e-mail is: www:thehaggis.com.
Eat heartily!
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Presidents Message
A hearty New Year’s greeting to all clan members.
At this time of the year, we are approaching the birthday
of Robert Burns and that means Bobby Burns dinners. As
we all know, he is the national poet of Scotland which is
why we celebrate this date. This past November, my wife
and I had the privilege of being invited to Scotland to participate in the 175th anniversary of the founding of the
Stewarton Heather Curling Club. The club is on the outskirts of Glasgow. Our time was spent with three days of
curling along with a lot of partying including great food,
Scottish beer and of course wonderful single malt. We
stayed at a wonderful small hotel in the village of Uplawmoor - The Uplawmoor Hotel and Restaurant. This
establishment was named the “Scottish Country Pub of
the year” at the Scottish Bar and Pub awards. I highly
recommend this spot. When we weren’t busy curling we
had a little time to sightsee. We were able to make it to Ayr to see the Robert
Burns Museum. Also in this area was Alloway, his birth place and the place of
the cottage in which he grew up. The Burns Memorial and Garden were also
nearby. A beautiful setting. The garden still had a few roses blooming.
Enough of our travels. I am looking forward to a wonderful year for the
clan. Many outstanding Highland Games throughout the Midwest to attend. I
urge all of you to attend any that are near you and join the fun. I hope to make
many of them.
Also, please note the article of the Struan Kirk purchase and renovation.
We really need to do our part to get this done.
All for now. See you at the games.
John W. Reid
John W. Reid
Branch President

Page 7

January 2018 Clishmaclaver

Update on the Status Regarding the Purchase
of Historic Struan Kirk and Cemetery
Those of our membership who have visited Scotland and seen the Museum and Kirk will be interested in knowing the latest news about the proposed
sale to the Clan of Kirk and Cemetery currently owned by the Church of Scotland.
The Church of Scotland has agreed to sell for 35,000 Pounds; our Clan
Council is proceeding by asking the Church to come back with a formal offer
to sell with a target completion date of March 2018.
The intended use of the building after acquisition will be as a building for
religious ceremonies, such as Clan worship services, weddings baptisms, funerals, and any other local community activities consistent with its spiritual ethos.
Struan Kirk

The coming Spring Council Meeting will review what our Branch, as a unit
and as individuals, can do toward contributing to the effort to raise funds for
this project. A colorful letter is on the Clan’s website from Scotland which
gives more photos and details on what we can do to help.
Reach it at: http://www.donnachaidh.com/news-kirk.html
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Special Struan’s 80th Birthday is Theme of
Annual General Meeting in Scotland

It’s not too late to make your plans enjoy a late summer visit to Scotland
and take in a special celebration this year. It is the 80th birthday celebration of the
Struan and a chance to meet his family and touch directly on the world wide organization and its leaders.
The Welcoming Meeting is Friday, August 10th and continues until Sunday,
August 19th, with Church Services at Struan Kirk, followed by a lunch at Struan
Inn. In between is an assortment of meets, tours, Council Meetings, and a Saturday Chief’s Dinner at Atholl Palace.

Members wanting assistance in travel plans are recommended to their local
travel agent or can contact Judy Hardin Harkin, the Clan’s Journey Home Consultant at: www.journeyhometoscotland@yahoo.com.
Local hotels in Pitlochry are available, as well as several bed and breakfasts in the area.
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You are the key to our success.
Our branch of the society has been in existence
for more than 3o years, which would not have
happened without your support.
Your membership dues renewal letter will be
mailed within the next few weeks. Be sure to
return your dues to me as soon as you can. I
know many of you pay your dues when you attend the Highland Games in
your area, but if you would like to take advantage of paying through Pay
Pal, please see the “membership page” where you may renew your dues
without any fuss. (WWW.CLANDONNACHAIDH.ORG)
In addition, by paying your dues before the “Games Season” begins, it prevents delays in depositing your checks and notification to you that your
dues have been received as well as allowing us to be sure our records are
current, which will to ensure that you will be receiving our newsletter and
future correspondence.

Patricia Wilber
Patricia Wilber
Membership Chair
Clan Donnachaidh Society Upper Midwest
3087 Cheroakwood Lane
Rockford, IL 61114
Donnachaidh@comcast.net

Welcome to our newest members who joined in 2017
Lindsay Barrett

Michael Reid

Jeff Stark

Jason Barrett

Roger Reid

Betty Van Winkle

Jeffrey Davies

David Robertson

James Van Winkle

Edward Duncan III

Gayle Robertson

Todd Winstrom

Paul Hahn

Tyler Robinson

Clayton Konoski

Rebecca Roslund

Juli Kwakena

WWW.CLANDONNACHAIDH.ORG

Clan Donnachaidh Society
Upper Midwest
Clan Donnachaidh Society Upper Midwest History

CLAN OFFICERS
JOHN REID, PRESIDENT
MIKE REID, TREASURER , V.P.-ILLINOIS
PATRICIA WILBER, MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN
LYNN WOOD, SECRETARY
BOB ROBERTSON, V.P.-ILLINOIS
KATHY HART, V.P.- INDIANA
BOB DUNCAN, V.P.– IOWA
RUSS READ, V.P.– WISCONSIN
LUKE ROBERTSON, V.P.– MICHIGAN
JON CARLSON, V.P.- MINNESOTA
GORDON WILBER, PRES. EMERITUS
BEN KUHL, PUBLICISIT & WEBMASTER
JAMES ROBERTSON WARD , NEWSLETTER EDITOR

CLAN TRUSTEES
JESSIE READ
TIFFANY KUHL
PATRICIA WILBER

CLAN COUNCIL
CLAN OFFICERS & TRUSTEES, PLUS
DICK & BRENDA ROBERTSON
MARY JANE ROBERTSON
LIZ REID

Clan Donnachaidh Society Upper Midwest (CDSUM) was established in
1986 by Gordon and Patricia Wilber along with Joanne Reid and Phillis
Anderson. They initially gathered about 12 people the Wilber’s town
house in Hoffman Estates to begin the task creating Clan Donnachaidh
Upper Midwest.
The first thing they did was man a table at the Scottish Fair in the Irish
American Center in Chicago. There more people signed up. By the end
of 1986 the by-laws were written and Clan Donnachaidh Society Upper
Midwest was officially established!
Clan Donnachaidh Society, Pacific Northwest donated 3 dirks, which
were raffled to raise funds for the newly established society. Since that
time, the clan created the Clishmaclaver for all Clan members to keep up
to date with Clan activities. Gordon and Patricia also began the "Taste of
Scotland" at their home. This gave everyone a reason to get together,
sample authentic Scottish foods, and of course, a dram or two of single
malt scotch.
In February 1990, Gordon and Patricia along with Marge Hale and the
rest of the CDSUM members hosted the North American Conference of
Clan Donnachaidh Presidents in Chicago. Alexander Gilbert Haldane
Robertson of Struan (Chief of Clan Donnachaidh) found out about the
event and wished to participate, which he did. Struan also returned in
February 1993 for a 5 branch tour to kick off the centenary year. Our
members represented CDSUM well during the Celebration in Pitlochry
Scotland.
CDSUM turned twenty five in 2011 with a celebration dinner on the
Milwaukee River. The event was arranged by Russ and Jessie Read. This
year we celebrated our Thirtieth anniversary with a luncheon cruise on
the Illinois River at Peoria.
Since its founding, CDSUM has continued to grow. We have active
members in the states of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota,
and Wisconsin. We currently man CDSUM tents at nine games across
our territory.

Clan Donnachaidh Society Upper Midwest
James Robertson Ward, Clishmaclaver editor
893 Saddlewood Drive
Glen Ellyn IL 60137

